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The Mayor of Westminster and the Dean of Westminster Abbey unveiled a Thanks to National Lottery Fund players, nine classes visited the
replacement staff war memorial outside Westminster City Hall in Victoria memorial as part of our Moving Away Your Dust project to view the
Street on 1st July 2016. The centenary of the death of Ernest Boots. name of Ernest Boots, the forgotten council dustman.

Thanks to National Lottery Fund players, Westminster Archives have been able to put together our Moving
Away You Dust project for our local community and schools. The drama side of this project evolved from
research undertaken by Westminster Archives in 2016. This followed the shocking discovery that the
Westminster Council Staff War memorial had been removed, probably destroyed, from the council's former
H.Q. in Charing Cross Road. The council commissioned a new memorial to be unveiled in 2016 and asked
Westminster Archives to research the names on the memorial to find a story that could involve local
schools in the unveiling. The sad story of Ernest Boots, who was killed on 1st July 1916, was discovered. As
this was one of the most significant days for Britain in WW1, a decision was made to unveil the new
memorial to mark the centenary .

In 2024, the National Lottery Heritage Fund awarded Westminster Archives £74,418 for our Moving Away
Your Dust project. This is to commemorate the bicentenary of the Grosvenor Canal, which was opened on
March 10th 1825. Ernest Boots spent his whole life in and around the canal and was one of the many
‘unsung heroes who move away our dust.” To involve the local community and schools, we have worked
with MoD Theatre company to create a show that weaves his story into other stories that Westminster
Archives use annually for Westminster Abbey’s Remembrance week. Although the story line is fictional, all
of the characters are real people.

PETER DANIEL WESTMINSTER ARCHIVES 28TH NOVEMBER 2024




GROSVENOR CANAL OPENING 1825

The Grosvenor Canal was opened in 1825, and ran on land in Lord Grosvenor's estate, from the Thames to Grosvenor
Basin. The site of the basin is now covered by Victoria Station. The top part of the canal was closed to enable the station
complex to be enlarged in 1899. The remaining short length of canal was purchased in 1906 by Westminster City Council.
A further section was in-filled in 1927 to provide space for housing. Westminster placed a great importance on the canal
because it was the means by which central London’s waste was disposed. For almost a year from July 1928 the canal was
closed for major repairs and improvements to facilitate this important traffic. In the late 1940s and early 1950s other local
authorities including Kensington and Chelsea added their refuse to the traffic carried. It closed in 1994.

OPENING OF THE GROSVENOR CANAL.

Probably noimprovement in or near London has been greater
than that which has lately taken place on arl GrRosvENOR's
esinte, between Pimlico and Chelsea.

The hour appointed for opening the Canal yesterday was
near high water, which was five o’clock, when every thing
being arranged for the aquatic procession, Earl GRosvENOR,
accompanied by Mr. Booore, his principal Steward ; Mr.
Cunxpy, his Architect, and several other Agents, entered a
large pleasure barge for twelve rowers, to proceed through
the first lood gates, upon which a numerous band of wind in-
siroments, amounting to upwards of thirty performers, struck
up God save the King. This vessel was followed by a number
of barges of various descriptions with colours flying. Both
shores were lined with an incalculable concourse of specia-
ters. Several royal salutes were given, and other discharges
of small cannon, muskets, pistols, &c. were discharged, the
BHand followiog the Noble r'.arl‘s barge, playing ** Rule Bri-
tannia,” and other national airs, The aquatic procession,
after proceeding round the Canal, came to an anchor in the
Basin, when those on Loard the Noble Earl's barge partook
of a sumptuous celd collation, at which his Lordship presided,
TheCunal and Basin wasonly commenced on the 5th July,1823,

Morning Post - Friday 11 March 1825




AFTERMATH

If we forget the
horror of war, we
are doomed to
repeat the mistakes
of the past.

SIEGFRIED SASSOON |

Have you forgotten yet?..
Look down, and swear by the slain of the War
that you'll never forget.’

SIEGFRIED SASSOON, TUFTON STREET, 1919




AFTERMATH 2014
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Me names Boots, Ernie
Boots. Same as me Dad,
same as me grandad. |
worked on the dust. Same

WHERE’S OUR

TRASH GOING?

THE imminent closure of West

depot

will cause environmental havoc on central London roads, it

was claimed this week.

Labour councillors fear the Tories
will choose the cheapest option of get-

By ELENA ANTONIOU

ting rid of 's rubbish at
the expense of the env‘lrunment
 Labour councillor Simon Winters has
a campaign to block plans to close the
Gaum‘ Road depot in Pimlico.
He fears the shutdown will mean the 40,000
loreles which ¢ dehver rubbish there will have to
travel further by road.

“The real problem has been the systematic
underfunding of the Gatliff Road and Ebury
Bridge estates and the depot, which fails Euro-

pean stanc

“The Tories are now trying to pacify a con-
stituency angry about these things.”

L\m-ently the rubbish is loaded onto barges
by river to a landfill site.

Residents, wh
to have the depot closed, are fuming at Mr Win-

ters’ suggesuon that it should stay.
‘argued: “It's a disgrace that they’re

of lorries of waste onto
the roads where the depot uses the excellent
idea of moving that rubbish away on barges
along the Thames.

Cu\lnclllor Winters believes the Tories are
wider environmental issues to win
Votes in one of Westminster’s marginal wards.
Gatliff Road Residents Association Chairman
Paul Fallon said: “I am absolutely disgusted by
the suggestion that the depot should stay.
“We believe the council has two options -

Carpentry & Joinery
Electrics

Decoratmg

.’g}

PEECY/

ry ward councillor Nikki Woodhead Page
sa-d "Yit's absurd to suggest we are neglecting
the wider issues.

Day
in Notting Hill wel.
comed these two
bundies of joy o its
nappy wearing

mum ebbie
Isaacs (right), 35,
irth 7ib

M Hospital in

Paddington  ai

11pm on Sunday.
The family, who

han 1,
by the depot. In the summer the smell is appall-
ing and the noise and disturbance from lorries
is unacceptable.
“When considering the new contracts it is
possible there will be options for moving the
was le by rail or river and we will consider all

A ﬁm!l declslon about the closure will be
‘made in M:

Westminster & Pimlico News - Thurs 5 Jan 1995
Westminster Archives

as my old man, same as his

old man. Then they closed

Gatliff Road depot in 1994
and I called it a day.




MY OLD MAN’S A DUSTMAN

Now here's a little story
To tell it is a must
About an unsung hero
That moves away your dust
Some people make a fortune
Others earn a mint
My old man don't earn much
In fact he's flippin' skint

Oh, my old man's a dustman | think there’s @ song about
He wears a dustman's hat that Ernie!

He wears cor blimey trousers
And he lives in a council flat
He looks a proper narner
In his great big hobnail boots
He's got such a job to pull 'em up
That he calls them daisy roots

And his name was Ernest Boots!

Westminster Archives has many images of 20th century dustmen and road sweepers




AFTERMATH 2014

WAR MEMORIAL DESTROYED

It was 2014, the centenary of the First World
War, and Ernie wanted to know more about
his grandad. His old man had told him that
his grandad’s name was on the Westminster
Council Staff War memorial, which was
inside the old council H.Q. at Charing Cross
Road. It was now a Nat West Bank, and |
asked the cashier where it was, and he said:

My wife Julie told me the disappointing news. It
all seemed to be a bit of a dead end. What had
happened to grandad’s war memorial? |
wanted to find out, but my mates at work
thought | was wasting my time. “Why worry
about somebody you never knew?” they said,
“Someone who died years before you were
born.” So I kind of gave up on it all.

act

NatWest

“What war memorial?

There’s no memorial
here. Next customer
please.”




AFTERMATH 2014

Dad thought that was that, but | wasn’t going to let
it lie. Oh, I’'m Ernest, Ernest Boots-If | was royalty you
would call me Ernest the Fourth, but I’m not, so just
call me Ernie. | did some research on Ernest | for our

school’s WW1 project.

I couldn't find any pictures of my great
grandad. Just a one line entry in 1916
newspaper: KILLED E.R.Boots. It seemed
like he was a nobody, but | know he was
a SOMEBODY. He was ERNEST BOOTS
and he deserved better.
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I’m Ernie’s sister, Sarah,
and | took up the case.
I found out his only
memorial had ended up
as rubbish in a skip.
The irony of it!

We were at a dead end, but that’s
when searching through the drawers

oW
SARAH BOOTS Il at home, | found my great nan’s

. diaries. She was a Sarah too-so that
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AFTERMATH 1921

MONDAY 24th January 1921

Went to London to see the
Mayjor of Westminster

unveil the stalf war
memorial. IE's five years
since ernie was taken from
me and 1've never really got
over it.

The WCC memorial

was unveiled in "
1921 R ‘ \.

SARAH BOOTS

Westminster Council staff war memorial Charing Cross Road

My Emie, God rest his soul, was buried at Maroe l
British Cemetery), near to where he was killed, but
IV never had the monéy to go and see his grave.

1.Why do you think they make all the graves in
British military graveyards the same?

golTAPJS OFTHE WAR

TP =T n—

”Equality of §écrlﬁce
3 “} - A\i

A.“l wasaHave.. L
B. ”I wasa'have-ﬁot:’" o

(Together)‘; -

”What hast thou given whlch ] gave. not'-'" Ve

RUDYARD KIPLING LN SARAH BOOTS




AFTERMATH 1925

[We read together our\

great nan’s 1925 diary,
where she’d met other
grieving families, who

helped her get over her

own loss.
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Westminster & Pimlico News - Fri 24.7.1925

INAUGURATED 1015

EMILY WILBERFORCE ~ CENTRAL PRESIDENT |

THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED BY THE

CONTRIBUFIONS OF MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF | &
THE MOTHERS' UNION

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD; AND WAS OPENED

TUESDAY, 21st July, 1925

Went back to Pimlico to see
Some of my old friends at
the Elephant and Castle
pub in Great Peter Street.

AR VAU

SARAH BOOTS

BY: H.R.H.THE

~ 21st JULY. 1925

NORA MAUDE NOEL BARCLAY
CENTRAL SECRETARY CENTRAL PRESIDE

2 T s . =

King George V’s daughter Princess Mary opened
Mary Sumner House on 21st July 1925

On the way there we saw that
Princess Mary opening the
new Mother'’s Union
building in Tufton Street.

Princess Mary raised money for Xmas presents for soldiers in 1914

. |PRINCESS MARY VISCOUNTESS LASCELLES '

NT i}




AFTERMATH 1925

PERKINS
. |- RENTS gy

Dating from 1729, or earlier, the pub was first named the Castle, renamed Elephant and Castle around 1800 and became
the Speaker in 1999. The area around the pub was, until clearance started in 1850, known as The Devil’s Acre, London's
very worst slum, according to Charles Dickens, albeit next to the world’s first public gas works.

TUESDAY 21st July 1925

Some of the families, who
had been to the opening of
the Mother's Union
building, came to the pub

and we got chatting.

_ SARAH BOOTS




MONCK ST DEPOT OS MAP

“Gas Light'and -
Coke Company..
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There had been a private dust yard in the Monck Street area before the council established its depot
mentioned by Holingshead’s ‘Ragged London’in 1861. On the opposite side of the road to the depot
were the two gas holders of the world’s first public suppliers of gas, The Gas Light and Coke Company.
These two gas holders were built in 1877 and demolished in 1937. The North Rotunda (Anson) was
connected to Downing Street by a tunnel during WW2 and was used as a bunker by Winston Churchill.

TUESDAY 21st July 1925

! told thew that the pub

GAS LIGHT &
brought back happy memories

COKE COMPANY

1813-1937
of when | used to meet Ernest
here after he finished work. It

was in heve he’d told me he'd

SITE OF A GASWORKS
WRICH PROVIDED THE FIRST
PUBLIC SUPPLY OF GAS
IN THE WORLD

Jb[Ma’ up in 1915,
SARAH BOOTS
L ,




WHERE WAS MONCK ST DEPOT?

‘The yards at the back of the houses contain little mountains of ashes and
vegetable refuse; and a dust contractor'’s yard, in the centre of the street,
seems to have burst its bounds, and to have nearly poured out its oyster-

shells, cabbage-stalks, and broken china into the open thoroughfare.’
Ragged London (1861) by John Hollingshead described St Anne's Place in the Devil's Acre

DARK BLUE: Very poor, casual.
Chronic want.

gl LIGHT BLUE: Poor. 18s.t0 21s.2a
** week for a moderate family
PURPLE: Mixed. Some comfortable
others poor
/7% PINK: Fairly comfortable. Good
* ordinary earnings.
RED: Middle class. Well-to-do.

YELLOW: Upper-middle and Upper
" classes. Wealthy.

== Nz -

When nmy Ernest worked for westwminster Council, he was
based at Monck Street Depot-(shown with a gellowsmr).
This was in a notorious area once called the Devil’s Acre.

SARAH BOOTS 2.What category did Charles Booth put Monck Street in?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hollingshead

INTERNATIONAL POO CRISIS

/ TR

220000 L2000 T
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By the 1800s, London was in a rather...sticky situation. All transportation, whether of goods or people, depended on horses.
London had 11,000 horse-drawn cabs; several thousand buses, which required 12 horses per day, and added an extra
50,000 horses; and a large number of carts, drays, and wains, which were constantly making deliveries. The vast amount of
horses created major problem London. The biggest concern was that for every horse that worked the streets, a large
amount of manure and urine were left behind. On average, a horse can produce anywhere from 15 to 35 pounds of
manure and around 2 pints of urine per day. This created a Poo Crisis in most of the great cities of the world. Ernest was
employed by Westminster council as a street sweeper to tackle this problem, that would only be finally solved by the
internal combustion engine. Westminster Council even had an annual car rally on the Embankment to encourage car use!

Ernest was first employed as a street sweeper to try and
tackle Westminster's poo crisis. He can't claim to have
solved i, Credit for that has to go to the motor car.

- 3.Can you name the big cities that had a poo problem?

SARAH BOOTS




BILLY BOOTS THE CARMAN

BUt Ernie used to joke

that he was clearing up

the mess his pad Billy
Boots had made.

‘My old man Billy Boots worked as a carman delivering forage for horses. f/

I reckon he provided a lot of the raw material behind that Poo Crisis. ERNEST BOOTS I




ERNEST BOOTS SONG

VERSE 1

Ernest Boots, Ernest Boots -
He's very serious about his footware.

Ernest Boots Ernest Boots - and what he's
trodden in, | wouldn't go there...

Picking up the rubbish for me and you
Picking up the rubbish like some folks do
Picking up the rubbish for me, not you -
You're very very very very

Tidy too!

VERSE 2

Ernest Boots, Ernest Boots -
He's serious about street hygene

Ernest Boots Ernest Boots -
and quite particular about the routine.

Picking up the rubbish for me and you
Picking up the rubbish like some folks do
Picking up the rubbish for me, not you -

You're very very very very very very very
very very very very very Tidy too!

Coming behind you with something to do
Coming behind you with his, Big fat Broom
Oi!

Ernest Boots, Ernest Boots -
We've had a bit of bother with the Horses,

Ernest Boots Ernest Boots - We're going to
have to toughen up resources.

Picking up the rubbish for me and you
Picking up the rubbish like some folks do
Picking up the rubbish for me, not you -
You're very very very very

very very very very

very very very very

Tidy too!

You're tidy too

You're tidy too!

VERSE 3

Ernest Boots, Ernest Boots—
He shoulda been a posthumous something

Ernest Boots Ernest Boots -
But they went and put
his statue in a dustbin.

Picking up the rubbish for me and you
Picking up the rubbish like some folks do
Picking up the rubbish for me, not you -

You're very very very very very very
Very very very very very very

Tidy too!

You're tidy too, You're tidy too!
VINCE BURKE




GOODBYE-EE ERNEST

My ernie’s round included
the West end, sp he was
always about at chucking

Oi! You young
man! The dustman
chappie. Why are

out time from the theatres. you not in khaki?

You had that vesta Tilley
and the White Feather League
handing out white feathers

Will you join your
country’s army or

o : are you a
shaming men to join up.. B\ { coward?

Goodbye-ee! Goodbye-ee!

Wipe the tear, baby dear, from your eye-ee
Though it's hard to part | know, (I know)
I'll be tickled to death to go!

Don't cry-ee, don't sigh-ee
There's a silver lining in the sky-ee!
Bonsoir old thing, cheerio, chin-chin
Nah-poo, toodle-00, goodbye-ee!

You joining up mate?

"'T (4
y 7“)“, [ 3

e

g%

Every time | walked past the Army Offices at
Cockspur Street, | felt pressure to join up:
‘Men of the Empire. Your King & Country

Need You. Enlist Today.” So that’s what I did.

ERSE™ 3, LTS




CALL TO ARMS 1915

City of Alestminster,
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ﬁmma{s Department,
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TELEGRAMS: "TUDOROSE WESTRAND, LONDON"

~*— TR an vouk REPLY PLEASE QuoTe
11 /e 1015,
3ir,
1 understrnd that Ernest{Richard Bootes 1s deeirous of
y B
Joining the Army and *that it ‘.u negessary for him to have

the pernission of the Oounci¥ which I beg to statp he
obteined, ' e .

2
.

TBAMYAY /i u
ATTPAMC 4

ﬁxdmor,!lu-”' Dévartment,

e

. The Recuiting Sergeant,

I had a steady job as a dustman/sweeper with Westminster
council. However, | decided | had to go, but still had to ask
the big boss Arthur Ventris for permission to sign up.

h




K. I.A. 1ST JULY 1916

»ﬂ}rmnwl—ww’“'“"”'“" e l > Dad was killed on the
- Cotunles. Sollns: aths. JASHpe 1 1stJuly 1916. 1 was ten.
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He had only been at the front for a week. It was at a place
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Enlisted () 445 T

Date of promotion to}'
present rank

|
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Vs moa «Regimjent or
y 4

called Loos, a diversionary attack, that’s all we know.

Extended oo

omotions, redoctioss, transfers, ‘ Remarks
Wpost ::::u ':«.. dm;. sctive service, s Date taken from Army Form B, 218,
' repoetedon Army Form B, $18, Army Form Place Army Form A. 86, or
Fromh whom A. 2 of ia other official dotuments. The official documents,
Date i received sithotity 10 be quoted in each case
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ERNEST BOOTS II

PRE-BATTLE BOMBARDMENT \ > THE FIRST AND BLOODIEST DAY

On 1°* July 1916, the Battle of the Somme was S On the first day of the battle 19,240 British
launched following a seven day artillery preparatory ; ; soldiers lost their lives. With approximately

bombardment. With over 1,700,000 shells being R W 58,000 casualties, it was the bloodiest day in the
fired, a bombardment of this scale had never before W 2 -~ history of the British Army.

been seen in modern warfare.

. R. Boots, Dustman—Death on Active Service.

THE MEN WHO FOUGHT 5 ':,; : 1.0. We regret to report that D}Jstman E. R. Boots, 2nd Kir.lg's Royal Rifles, was killed
sy A in action on the 1st July. He contributed £7 1s. 84. to the Pension Fund.

750,000 men from 27 divisions went into the e : In accordance with the Resolution of the Council of the 22nd December, 1914, 2 lette

attack, of which over 80% were from the British - St I Y signed by the Mayor and the Town Clerk is being sent to the relatives of the deceased

Expeditionary Force (BEF). 2 p employee, expressing the condolence of the Council with them in their bereavement.

WE RECOMMEND—That the contributions made by Boots to the Pension Fund bt
returned to his legal personal representative, [noped

On 1st July 1916, 20,000 men died in just one day. My mate
Ernest was one of them. Just one of thousands. Just a number.

19



GOODBYE-EE LONDON

CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH ‘ ) JIVEN ™E GENERAL REGISTER OFFICI

W1046678

: Wandsworth
| Battersea

Second Ernest Sarah Ann | Westminster § Sarah Boots [January | Lester

Council Delaney
4th 7

Road Mother it

1916 Boots formerly Registrar

Day SWeeper 1165 Stewart
Road
Battersea

December Richard Boots

165 (deceased)
Stewart Rd

Battersea

We found that Ivy Boots was conceived whilst Ernest
was on leave, before going to France. By the time
she was born, he had been dead for five months. It
was a family tragedy that none of us knew about. It
must have been so bad, they couldn’t talk about it.

I hereby declurve that the u.mvof a true nnd complete Statement of all the Relatives of the late Soldier now

living in the degrees enqufred for, ¥ i
' w!&.ﬁ —;,'_Siguulut'e of the Duclarant.

Relationship to the Soldier o ozl e A

ry P,

Address in full " 4

I hereby certify that the above Statement and Declérylion made by L{“
and signed in my presence is completg ‘and carrect, to the boc‘ of my kn‘o{[odge and belief.
2 - £ ¢

) - s *
Dated ot /?14&')_(“_‘,__.1___11;;;_:'/.9- —day of V. 8s

Signature Quulifiention. W

of M‘x,:mtor Ad lress

Magistrate.
8527, Wi Wasid 10 Lt oy, ¢

After my sister lvy was born, my Mum could not survive on her
widow’s pension. She had been born in Faringdon Berkshire, so
we left London and moved to Bicester to be near to her family.

ERNEST BOOTS I1




THE GROSVENOR CANAL

4. Can you see what they
built on the canal basin?

Stanford's Library Map Of London And Its Suburbs 1872 Westminster Archives

Ernie and | had been childhood sweethearts. We had both lived in Ebury

Square and went to the local school St Michael’s. The Grosvenor Canal had

been our playground since we were nippers, but Ernest would never see
\ that canal again and neither would we. My baby Ivy would never know

her father, or her home-town, as we were forced to leave London.

BOOTS
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Road Name Relation Age Profession Where born
9 Gregory Street William Boots Head 34 Carman Inglehope Wiltshire
Pimlico Sarah J Boots Wife 34 - Leterworth Berkshire
Sarah A Boots Daughter 10 Scholar London Pimlico
William | Boots Son 7 Scholar London Pimlico
Albert E Boots Son 2 London Pimlico
2
David H Boots Son London Pimlico
mon

[ Other Urban Area
Rural Area

Urban Population Ranking m ) y \ad = . 5 X Z Urban Population Ranking
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My grandad Billy Boots and his wife Sarah left the countryside to =

move to Pimlico in the 1870s. He became a carman (a deliveryman)
so settled down to live by the Grosvenor Canal. Now nearly 50 years
later, Dad’s death meant we were going back the other way.

5.Why do you think so many First World War widows were forced

into such poverty?

6.Would women be in this position today? Explain why.

ERNEST BOOTS II
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Road Name Relation Age Profession Where born
4 Landsdowne Crescent John Rendall Head 34 Ship store merchant Langley Bucks
Notting Hill Mary Rendall Wife 34 - St James Middx
Ralph Rendall Son 4 Kensington Middx
Mary M Rendall Son 3 Scholar Kensington Middx
Hugh B Rendall Son 21 weeks Kensington Middx
Edward Barnett Son 78 Gentleman Northumberland
Katherine Lovett Servant 28 Housemaid domestic Huntington
Eleanor Box Servant 27 Housemaid domestic Maidenhead Berks
Rebecca Hales Servant 22 Housemaid domestic Madeley Salop
Ann Morris Servant 51 Cook Ireland
A 7. What categor dld Charles Booth ut them in?

The S(ruu are colourcd according to the general condition oth: inhabitants, as undec:.
-Lowut class.Vicious, semi-criminal. Ernrl_v comfortable.Good ordinary camings.

4 TANDSDOWNE CRESCENT

.Ver)' poor, casual. Chronic want .\/Iiddlc B Y | O
-Poor. 18s. to 215, a week for a moderate
family.

= . A camb:
Mlxcd.Somc comfortable, others poor. SMpmeron 4

5 that bhe streot cavining a

Elppcr middle and Upper classes. Wealthy.

2 durk Dlwe svd block, or pisk awd

wes
rapartion of aach

When | mentioned the Grosvenor
canal a posh lady sitting in the

‘.:\ : \
48 corner of the pub with her husband . -
w sudaenty spoke. Fer name was /4
) Mary Newton-Adams. She told me

\ &F// her father used to supply materials
\ W\ ‘ for the ships that used the canal

SARAH BOOTS where Ermnie took the rubbish. NEWTON-ADAMS

HENRY AND MARY
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THE GROSVENOR CANAL
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(2) Sailing barges took rubbish to be sorted by women known as bunters (3). They separated ash and
breeze (brickmaking) rags (paper making) and bones (glue making)

(1) London rubbish left via the Grosvenor
canal from the Gatliff Road transfer depot.

= E ST e O

he clay bricks(4) and baked them in the kilns (5)

My father was one of
many rich men who
benefited from this

circular trade in
rubbish and bricks moved

; : B o by Thames barges.
The finished bricks (6) were loaded on the same barges that had held rubbish (7)

MARY NEWTON-ADAMS
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NOTTING DALE AVERNUS

The Hippodrome Racecourse, Notting Hill 1841 Kensington and Chelsea Local Studies and Archives

1841

LADBROKE GROVE BUILDING BEGINS

P o e

. 2l

P T s

‘ e Y,
% .

However, the bricks that made my family home
came from Bird’s Brickfields in Notting Dale.

25



NOTTING DALE AVERNUS

r The growth of
Notting Hill led to
terrible exploitation
at Bird’s brickfields
in the Notting Dale
Potteries.

CHARLES DICKENS

g ',/‘ 8.What did Cruikshank think was
under attack and from what?

_The Marthe of Bricies x Mmortar,'

“In a neighbourhood studded thickly with elegant villas and
mansions —-namely Bayswater and Notting Hill in the parish
of Kensington-is a plague spot, scarcely equalled for its
insalubrity by any other in London: it is called the Potteries."

Dickens’s Household Words Vol 1 page 463




BIRD’S ROOKERIES

In 1861, of the 1,000 inhabitants of Jennings' Buildings, 800 were Irish. They lived in housing meant
for 200, with only 49 toilets for all inhabitants. Consequently, life expectancy was just 17 years.

o - = - - — B — o L =

8

— - Many of those exploited by Stephen
STEPHEN Bird at his brickfields at Notting Dale
BIRD were Irish.




MARINE STORE DEALER

It wasn’t just the Irish.
Notting Dale had a gipsy
camp. They were

dreadfully poor too

Notting Dale Gipsy Camp, Mary Place, by Kate Morton for Westminster Archives

Some called Notting Dale the ‘Potteries,” but | made it the ‘Piggeries.”’ To
make bricks involved large excavations, which in Notting Dale soon filled
with stagnant water. Nobody wanted to live there, so | brought pig-
keeping to the area and fed them on the refuse and offal from central
London. Irish and Gipsies, mainly women and kids, sorted the rubbish
for the brickmakers and pig keepers. Anything valuable they found they
sold onto the Marine Store dealers. This was known as ‘totting.’

In the Notting-hill portion of Kensington parish
there still exist that slough of abominations kuown
as “the Potteries;” things are worse now than in
1845-49, when loud comp‘i’aints were made by all the
respectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood of the
horrible condition of the locality, and when the
medieal officer of the district proved that the ratio
of mortality among the residents exceeded that of
almost anv part of Bneland. No one who has visited
the spot where swine and human belngs are suffered
to remain immersed together in filth, can wonder at
such a result.

London Daily News-Thursday 20th Oct 1853




MARINE STORE DEALER

Marine Store Dealers originally sold equipment to mariners i.e. sails, ropes, ironwork, but soon
became scrap dealers -work often linked with gypsies. They were a life line to London’s scavengers

Totting at the Marine
Store Dealer kept the
poor from starvation

Child's

Parents” Name. |
|
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9.What strange item
was collected here?

JHereou

The undermentioned Houses are situate within the Boundaries of the
anA " T
Masicipe Borengh of Masiciyal Wand of Boroagh of e Ve | Urten District of
B Lllagparit | Ardet Hh Maryret | Arshert> sl
HO0SES SxtaTion | OO | AGE st
— dmnﬂd;ﬁn’%ﬁ T L-:, .l s to of Rask, Professics, or O0CUPATION WHEEE BoRN
=) A Marriage 50
72 200,87 | 1t Slate | o N Lacl P Y
122138 L p e LS Dravie Hine Beaten Ao ook
2L avn N |44 ’2 . e
| B R, 7 VIR F s s 3 N ]
- 33 Delce Road Robert Daniel Head 67 Marine Store dealer Frindsbury, Kent
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ANY OLD

V="
Marine Store Dealer’s House from Charles In Dickens's "A Christmas Carol" Scrooge is taken
Dicken’s Bleak House (1895) by the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come to see his
Library of Congress possessions being taken to be sold to Joe, a

marine store dealer and receiver of stolen goods.

Any old iron? Any old iron? Any old iron?
It’ll put a roof on Any, any, any old iron?
me boat You look neat.
Talk about a treat!
:gr‘:‘;h::vvv”::‘e"‘? You look so dapper from
your napper to your feet.
Dressed in style,
brand-new tile,
And your father's old
green tie on.
But | wouldn't give
you tuppence
for your old watch
and chain,
Old iron! Old iron!"

SAMUEL
LAKE




NOTTING DALE DUST DESTRUCTOR

; Volaas. § Counterbalancg)
Retaining 7 AE2 to furnace

wall

Cround line
P i ek 7

Refuse 7rs shovelled from this
opeming wto furnace

Plan of 19th century dust destructor

In 1885, just before | met my husband Henry, the
congregation at St John’s Church ,Notting Hill, were
involved in a campaign against Kensington Vestry’s dust
destructor. That is how I learnt the history of Notting
Dale. Many of the poor Irish and gipsy girls, whose
families had once worked in the brickfields, now
worked in the laundries of Latimer Road. The Vestry’s
plans to burn Kensington’s rubbish in the area meant
that they would all lose their jobs.

| 1 1 " &
11. Why would all the laundry
women lose their jobs?
& |
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MARY NEWTON-ADAMS


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England

THE DUST DESTRUCTOR

12.Who was St George and
what was the dragon?
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As we rich were frightfully worried about how the
smell would blight our homes, the vicar of St John’s,
The Rev Thornton, organised for us to join together

as a community to protest. In 1888 we marched
behind a band from St George and Dragon Hall,
Mary Place, to Kensington Town Hall.

I'HE LATE VEN. ROBINSON THORNTON, 1.D,
Formarly Archdsacon of Midlesex MARY NEWTON-ADAMS




AVONDALEK PARK

The opening of Avondale Park, Notting Dale, 2nd June 1892 by Kate Morton for Westminster Archives

The community led by our own St Georges, the

A RECREATION CROUND Fi FOR NOTTIHC HILL

THE ll“l[l‘\["- ASSENT A.TI_‘ BIGHTS
AND THEIR DETERMISATION,

Rev Thornton and our local vestryman, Dr

Richard Daniell, won our battle against the

vestry’s polluting dragon- the dust destructor.
Instead they built us Avondale Park in 1892.

Baxps, DBaigxens
Wours, asn Gy 10 4

This victory meant that when our
son Ralph was born in 1895, he
had somewhere for his nanny to RALPH

take him to play. NEWTON-ADAMS

33



JAMES BRILISS STORY

As the Newton-Adams
finished their story, it
seemed to stiv another lady
to join our conversation.

SARAH BOOTS

I’m sorry to interrupt, but your story reminded me
of my late husband Jim. He didn’t live in Notting
Hill, but he once told me that as a kid, he relied on
scavenging. He needed the pennies he earned from
the Marine Store Dealer to keep him and his brother
out of the Chelsea Workhouse.

I’m Florence, Florence Brill and | met Jim when |
was 16. | was a servant girl in a house in Tite
Street, Chelsea. | met him one Sunday upon the
Embankment, and he told me about all the
scrapes he got into growing up by the river.
Swept me off my feet he did, and made me
laugh with his stories of his days as a scavenger.

FLORENCE BRILL
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‘ I was named James after me old man
KP4l ft ’ County of Middlesex 17th June 1878 Westminster
e~ = 1 ,
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JIMMY BRILL James Brill Larceny and receiving after previous conviction 7 years 5 years

I’'m Harry (Henry) Brill, Jim’s brother.

\ 7 The two of us were the ones to suffer
\ \ Yo
\ ¥ l \[ /‘ )/ when they banged Dad up inside
O ! \'\ = Pentonville for larceny in 1900.
Y o
~4 13.What crime do you think larceny is?
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1 James Frederick Brill Prisoner | Married | 45 General Labourer Worker _ London
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ST LUKE’S WORKHOUSE

PARISH OF ST. LUKE, CHELSEA. 45 Week of the Quarter ending _Hehaslivar 190 ADMISSION AND

ADMITTED.

of
Dt | Othe

1 Curass For Diet.
= Calling | —
Month.  Week Egg | % o

(if any).

By whose | 1f Born n the House

. Name and Address of nearest Relative
Order jame of Parent or

Admitted. ‘Occupation. or Friend.
/1 2 8 4 42 6 6 7 8 81 9 .
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When Dad went inside, poor Mum
couldn’t cope. | know she didn’t want
to do it, but she had to take us to St
Luke’s Workhouse at 250 King’s Road.
They sent us on down to the Chelsea
Board School in Hammersmith. | was
only—- and Henry was——. What a
terrible way to start the 20th century!

14.Can you find out how old we were

The West London Free School in Hammersmith is now on the site of when we were sent to the Board

the Chelsea Board School LBHF Archives

Former Poor Law Guardians' Offices, 250, King's Road, Chelsea, London SW3

JIMMY & HARRY BRILL




FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD

We were
always hungry

-~ I" kil 3 ~ ol =— 2 —
Oliver Twist asking the master of the workhouse for more gruel, the shocked mistress

of the workhouse behind, a trestle table and benches with poor boys beyond . JIMMY & HARRY BRILL

S =— - =

Is it worth the waiting for, if we get to eighty-four?
All we ever get is gru-el!
Every day we say a prayer, will they change the bill of fare?
Still we get the same old gru-el!
There’s not a crust, not a crumb can we find
Can we beg can we borrow or cadge
But there’s nothing to stop us from getting a thrill
When we all close our eyes and imagine...

Food, glorious food! Hot sausage and mustard
While we’re in the mood, cold jelly and custard
Pease pudding and saveloys, what next is the question?
Rich gentlemen have it boys — in-di-gestion!

Food glorious food! We’re anxious to try it
Three banquets a day, our favourite diet
Just picture a great big steak, fried, roasted or stewed
Oh food, wonderful food, marvellous food Glorious food!




CHELSEA SCAVENGERS 1901

We all need
Mum had five to help out
mouths to feed to make
and couldn't ends meet.
cope. She took in
washing from
some of the big
houses near
Sloane Square.

ANNIE BRILL

Administrative County _ The undermentioned Houses are situste within the boundaries of the Page 16
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Name Relation Married/Single Age Profession Born
Annie Brill Head 40 Ironer Washer Chatham Kent
Amy Brill Daughter 19 Ironer Washer Middlesex Chelsea
William Brill Son 17 Scavenger ditto ditto
Gertrude Brill Daughter 12 ditto ditto
Henry Brill Son 10 ditto ditto
James Brill Son 8 ditto ditto
Arthur Brill Son 9months ditto ditto
Ellie Tilby Aunt Widow 45 Ironer Washer ditto ditto

15.Why do you think were there so few opportunltles for women like Annie Brill to earn a living as a smgle parent?

The Sereets are coloun:d accor&ng to lht : it i , as under:-

We I’Ved at Selah Place .Lowut class.Vicious, semi-criminal. Ernrlv comfortable.Good ordinary camings. | ‘
.Ver) poor, casual. Chronic want. .M:ddle S Wl ro-do |
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CHELSEA MUD LARKERS

You want us to come
mudlarking Billy?

i 1w Come on bruvs!
0 TR ) e T N Where there’s

451 S "
Ly I -

| muckthere’s brass.
MR ). L ; ;.I. ffw,f-b" BPOPYTE,
(b et AN ey

I think I’d
rather help
Mum with

the laundry!

—_—

‘WASTE ALWAYS
GOES TO THE
MARGINS AND
IMPACTS THE

MARGINALISED.’

THE MUD-LAREK

“The mudlarks generally consist of boys and girls, varying in age from
eight to fourteen or fifteen. For the most part they are ragged, and in a
very filthy state, and are a peculiar class, confined to the river. As soon as
the tide is out they make their appearance, and remain till it comes
in. These mudlarks are generally strong and healthy, though their clothes
are in rags. Their fathers are robust men. By going too often to the public
house they keep their families in destitution, and the mothers of the poor
children are glad to get a few pence in whatever way they can.”

“London Labour & London Poor,” 1861. Henry Mayhew




MAYHEW’S LONDON’S SCAVENGERS

THE JEW OLD-CLOTHES MAN. THE BONE-GRUBBER.

(From & Daguerreotype by Brano.

BONEFE
GRUBBER

LONDON NIGHTMEN
-_—

CROSSING NIGHT SOIL MEN PURE FINDERS
SWEEP

And | thought larki
nd I thought mudilarking Searched sewers for valuable things to sell

was bad!

18.Can you match the Cleared horse manure from the road for rich pedestrians
scavenger with his job?

Collected dog’s muck for use in leather tanning

Emptied cess pits of human waste and sold it to farmers

Collected a vital ingredient for the making of glue

Sold second hand clothes and boots

JIMMY BRILL




THE GROSVENOR CANAL

We scavenged along the foreshore from Chelsea as far as the Grosvenor
Canal in Pimlico. Across the river was the industry of Battersea. We

looked for lumps of coal, old ropes and chains, anything we could

scavenge and sell onto the Marine Store Dealer.

; T e

Chelsea foreshore looking towards the industrial landscape of Battersea at the time the

Brill’s went mudlarking in the early 20th century. RBKC Local Studies and Archives.
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CENSUS OF ENGLAND AND WALES, I9ll. -

Before writing on (i3 Schedule please read the Ezamples and the Instructions given on the othér side of the puper, as well'as the headings of the Columns. - The entrics should be written in Iuk.

The contents of the Schedule will be treated as confidential  Strict care will be taken that no information is disclosed with regard to individual persons. The returns are not to be used for proof of agesas in connection with Old Age Pensions, or for any other
than the preparation of Statistical Tables. |
| |
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Name Relation Age Married/Single Profession Bomn
Annie Brill Head 54 Married Machinist Chatham Kent

Eleanor Brill Daughter 28 Single Machinist Chelsea London
James Brill Son 18 Single House Painter Chelsea London

David Brill Son 10
Esra Garden Boarder 35 Single Journalist British subject by birth
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When Dad got out of prison Mum wouldn’t let him back home. She said he
would get Billy, Harry, and | into trouble with the Peelers.
19.Can you see why Mum wasn’t very happy with me in 1911?
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YOU’VE GOT TO PICK-A-POCKET OR TWO ‘

Forget that mudlarking. Come
out decorating with me and
we’ll earn a few bob!

B What did our old
man have in mind

[JAMES FREDERICK BRILL (SPOKEN)]
You see, Jimmy Junior..
[sung] In this life, one thing counts
In the bank, large amounts
I'm afraid these don't grow on trees,
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two, boys,
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two.
Large amounts don't grow on trees.
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two.

[ JAMES FREDERICK (SPOKEN)]
Let's show you how it's done, young Jim?
(James Frederick Brill sung)
When | see someone rich,
Both my thumbs start to itch
Only to find some peace of mind
We have to pick-a-pocket or two.
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two, boys
You've got to pick-a-pocket or two.




ARTHUR SEABY

——

T —————

The saloon bar at the Elephant and Castle Great Peter Street 1925 P.Daniel

1t was whew [ went up to buy a
round of drinks that the bar -
maid told me that another couple
would Like to join us. There
names were Arthur and Norah
Seabyy and they came from
Fulham. Arthur knew the pub
because he used to work for the
Gas Light and Coke company
and was megting some of his old _
friends who worked over the road. Would you mind if we join you.
We over heard your
conversation and it brought back
so many memories for us.

ARTHUR AND
NORA SEABY

SARAH BOOTS Arthur and Norah Seaby on their Wedding Day 1918

P.Daniel




ARTHUR SEABY

W Fulham’s Sand’s End gasholder dating from 1830 is the oldest known gasholder in the world
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20. How did the use of coal gas create a recyclmg revolutlon 7&"?’/
o

/3 Vis
T
Coal v :

|
! v

Liquid Gas

| l

Coal tar Coal gas

&£ =

Used to Make Iron Used to Make Used as fuel in
and Other Metals

* Dyes industries
+ Drugs

+  Perfumes

The waste from coal gas created many recycled chemicals

I was a stoker at the
Gas Light and Coke
Company in Fulham.
Terrible job. Don’t
know why I did it.

Charles Booth Poverty Map 1886 Westminster Archives




CROSSING SWEEPS

”’Familiar Figures of London'* Copyright

Scarpal! It’s the
Peelers!

Spare a penny for
your crossing
sweep lady

B e

. sen sc

’s a fair cop 'away.—The prisoner when asked to read Tho
guv! his education lud been mnch &M—

‘beleived nhonnt t.he boy out to beg and reodnd a
portion of his earnin, 5!.

e M e e e ks S i

m A8 mu as

m:inum.noo in thp:t’uhbhnhmnt

West London Observer Saturday 30th August 1884

Well to be fair, I’'ve done worse jobs than work in
the gasworks. As a nipper, | worked as a crossing

sweep. That must be close to the ‘bottommost

rung.” When | did that | was always in trouble with
the Old Bill. They accused me of begging, when |

was just trying to entertain my public.
ARTHUR SEABY




CROSSING SWEEPS

“l found the lad who first gave me an insight into the proceedings of the associated crossing-
sweepers crouched on the stone steps of a door in Adelaide-street, Strand; and when | spoke to him
he was preparing to settle down in a corner and go to sleep—his legs and body being curled round
almost as closely as those of a cat on a hearth. The moment he heard my voice he was upon his
feet, asking me to "give a halfpenny to poor little Jack."  Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor 1851

Crossing sweeps and tumblers at Adelaide Street, Strand by Kate Morton

‘There's a party of six of us, and we have the crossings LONDON
from St. Martin's Church as far as Pall Mall. | always go LABOUR AND
along with them as lodges in the same place as I do. In  [ES1REGINIDIOIN
the daytime, if it's dry, we do anythink what we can— POOR
open cabs, or anythink; but if it's wet, we separate, and HENRY

I and another gets a crossing—those who gets on it MAYHEW
first, keeps it, —and we stand on each side and take 1851
our chance. We do it in this way:—if | was to see two
gentlemen coming, | should cry out, 'Two toffs!' and

then they are mine; and whether they give me

anythink or not they are mine, and my mate is bound
not to follow them; for if he did he would get a hiding
from the whole lot of us. If we both cry out together,
then we share. If it's a lady and gentleman, then we
cries, 'A toff and a doll!" .




8 CHIM CHIM CHER-EE

At night-time we tumbles—that ish

the policemen ain't nigh. We sends on
one of us ahead, as a looker-out, to

look for the policeman, and then we

follows. When they've (a gentleman)

got a young lady on their arm they
laugh at us tumbling; some will give us

a penny, others threepence, sometimes

On the Sunday we all have a clech a sixpence or a shilling, and sometimes
shirt put on before we go out, and a halfpenny. We either do the

then we go and tumble after the cat'unwheel, or else we keep before the
omnibuses. | have run after a gentleman and lady, turning head-over

Cremorne bus, when they've thrown -heels, putting our broom on the
us money, as far as from Charing- \gr ound and then turning over it/
Cross right up to Piccadilly.
Henry Mayhew London Labour and the London Poor 1851

Chim chiminey, chim chiminey, chim chim cher-ee
No sweep is as lucky as Arthur Seaby

Chim chiminey, chim chiminey, chim chim cher-oo

Good luck will rub off when | shakes 'ands with you
Or blow me a kiss and that's lucky too

Now as the ladder of life as been strung
You may think a sweep's on the bottommost rung
Though I’'ve been arrested and now am dead broke
In this 'ole wide world there's no 'appier bloke

Chim chiminey, chim chiminey, chim chim cher-ee
No sweep is as lucky as Arthur Seaby

Chim chiminey, chim chiminey, chim chim cher-oo

Good luck will rub off when | shakes 'ands with you
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Road Name Relation Age Profession Where born
3 Walham Avenue Fulham Charles Thurlow Head 50 General abourer Pimlico Middx
Jane Thurlow Wife 47 Charwoman Bermondsey
John Thurlow Son 14 Chelsea Middx
Maud Thurlow Daughter 12 Fulham Middx
Charles Thurlow Son 10 Fulham Middx
William Thurlow Son 7 Fulham Middlesex
Rebecca Thurlow Daughter 6 Fulham Middx
3 Walham Avenue Fulham Arthur Seaby Head 30 Turnham Green Middx
Ann Norah) Seaby Wife 29 Fulham Middx
Nellie Seaby Daughter <] Fulham Middx
Arthur Seaby Son 7 Fulham Middx
George Seaby Son 5 Fulham Middx
Richard Seaby Son 3 Fulham Middx
Sarah Seaby Daughter 1 Fulham Middx
3 Walham Avenue Fulham George Withers Head 56 Chelsea Middx
Elizabeth Withers Wife 56 Chelsea Middx
We weren’t the only
strugglers when we
. lived at Walham Yard. = .,S,S
B 21. How many other =
; . families shared our
. When times are
e hard you'll take Walham Avenue \

h ? 7z
any job to make ome

ends meet. \ \ ) 4

ARTHUR SEABY NORAH SEABY
4

9



MY OLD MAN SAID FOLLER THE VAN

VANSTON PLACE
(continued.)
13413 Hamilton, Albert One room 35 Vanston place 4s. 6d.

first floor per week
unfurnished

WALHAM AVENUE.
13414 Sleaby, ,»\rD Two rooms 3 Walham avenue 5s.

first floor per wedl :
unfurnished L 3
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.
22.How do we know the Seaby family were amongst the poorest of the poor?
The Sereets are coloured according to the general condition of the inhabitants, as unden:-
\ s b g T [ A
| -L-u-w-::rt class.Vicious, semi-crimimal, E Fairly comfortable.Good ordinary eamings.

.'h":-r:.-' poor, casual. Chronic want, .h'li-l:ldl:-n:ln.ss.w-rjl T iy
.:E“r:llri: Be. 10 2145, a R s dpcare EUFF" middle and Upper classes Wealthy.

umIEiﬁﬂmt:mfﬁqu. otl paar. A sood brmdinos -i_'|r|'|:|lll.'.'|l.—.|--l'.l ek Slar vl Dk, o F.l.l.nl'.'r.-.'#'
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|._'|".'|'lr il i r.l]'ln-lmn'.mll-l::r' il e igs Bk rolimri

\ G)metimes we had to

We really move away cos the
struggled .t° rent we couldn’t pay.
feed the kids They called it a \ '
and pay the ‘Moonlit Flit’ when //

rent . :
) \ we disappeared. \
ARTHUR SEABY 9] NORAH SEAB \

50




MY OLD MAN SAID FOLLER THE VAN ‘

| Written and Composed

, Dby - 5
e Charles Collins

l ; ) ‘ : - . -
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5 { ) ; "L e vy £
Copyric 3ht 3 iy ~ ! . -8 ogs 17 ’ e -
B.FELDMAN & C?125.127 129. Shaftesbury @ ; A MOVE IN SLUMOPOLIS.
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When our old man said : ® ~-AA7/I They even left me behind\
we had to do a runner : &5 once. When we left Grove
it was often in the | g o I Avenue for Walham Yard
middle of the night ; R they sent me back for our

cock linnet . /

We had to move away, 'cos the rent we couldn't pay,
The moving van came round just after dark;
There was me and my old man, shoving things inside the van,
Which we'd often done before let me remark.

We packed all that could be packed in the van and that's a fact;
And we got inside all we could get inside,

Then we packed all we could pack on the tailboard at the back,
Till there wasn't any room for me to ride.

My old man said: "Foller the van,
And don't dilly-dally on the way".

Off went the van wiv me 'ome packed in it.

| walked be'ind wiv me old cock linnet.
But | dillied and dallied, Dallied and dillied;
Lost me way and don't know where to roam.
And you can't trust a "Special" Like the old-time copper
When you can't find your way home.




THE COSTER’S MANSION

1 35, e ung in puslf;
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“YO UVE ONLY GOT7 70 STOP

JUST WHERE YOU /S J
nbittan by WILL FIEIDHOUSE, g
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) CHORUS.

I yer wanls losee me dipigroom orTep it méparkur; &2
Or me orfice where | contacts ol my brz;

W yer want: o see ime bedroom, or thepiace we calls the brdey,
Why. you're only ot o siop just vikere you 1.
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The Coster’s Mansion by Gus Elen 1899

Telegraphic Addre. v

Tuesday.--Before Mr. Lane, QC.

A Disacreeanie Recepriox.—Norah Seaby. 22,
living at 29, Grovo Avenue, Fulham, was chargea
with a=aulting Ann XcCarthy, a flowes seller, of
23. Grwve Aveanue- The complainant smid on her
relurn home from tho Aquarium on Monday night
the prisoner abusad Ler, and then attacked her. Sho
rctnﬁntod, and thereupon she was knocked down by
the prisoner's husband and brothes, buth of whom
kicked ker. She went indvors, and later on the
prisaner ealled, and struck her on tho head with a
vokir.—'The peisner alln complainol of heving
fwen azmulted. and a wituess stated that the two
women fought togather.—Mr. Lano said it was de-
sirable that other witnesses should bo calied, and for

teos parpeo erdorel o remand, ©

West London Observer Friday 14th May 1897

When | was younger I loved to

escape to the music hall. Mind

you | got into some scrapes.

I loved a sing-song
and a drink too!

A MUSIC HALL GALLERY.

! ! | |
NORAH SEABY \

Costers at the Music Hall Living London 1906 by George Sims




COCKNEY RHYMING SLANG

BOAT RACE: FACE
BARNET FAIR: HAIR
KING LEARS: EARS
MINCE PIES: EYES oY
RED ROSE: NOSE KHP"S:\V\-:N T\:g
NORTH & SOUTH LN 450
MOUTH (6O° e O MATE)!
‘AMPSTEAD "EATH Tl‘ TE:
TEETH
ERROL FLYNN: CHIN
BUSHEL & PECK: NECK

@l TROUBLE & STRIFE

%)
ADAM & EVE
BELIEVE &

suTcHer's |[[%
HOOK:

COCK LINNET:
MINUTE =

AT THE FULHAM FAIR.

i
BOY'S NOSE FLATTENED BY A SWING.

A small boy named Georgy Seaby. of 3, Walk
ham Avenue, Fulham, whe nwctlz.hd o
nose emashed fat to hie face by a t eowing
at the Lillie Road Fair Groundas, sought, before
Bir William Selfe and a jury, at the Brompten
County Court on W . to

mages in res of his lost uty and for

pain and suffering. Mr. J. Manders, onner of —
57. h“ir roumh.'v. the defendant.

L\
West London Observer Fri 21st Dec 1906

My Norah often found herself in court.
Personally when | went before the beaks* |
wanted to be on a nice little earner. Like the

time my Georgie got a boat in his boat. **

*"Beak" is an 19th century slang term for a judge, magistrate. It originated as thieves' jargon.
ARTHUR SEABY ** Cockney rhyming slang for face is Boat Race, Georgie got a boat swing in his face




MARKET PIONEER

THE EARLY DAYS

Born in Fulham, not more
than a stone’'s throw from
the market, Mrs. Beaby had
lived in the boroush all her
Nfe. She and her late husband,
Mr. Arthur Seaby, were
among the select few who
first traded at North End
Road. When she was a street
trader, the market was pgited
along King's Road, towards
Stanley Bridge, and she often
recalled the memorable day
when street traders were first
allowed in North End Road.

For over @ Yyears M,
Seaby stood at her stall in the
market, ..a-um

ing their claim to trade there.

On one occasion the council
L | iInstalled water carts at ome

end of the road to prevent the
traders putting their stalls
there, but someone set light
to the carts and they beat a
retreat.

Her late husband—he died
in 193 was & chairman of
the old Fulham Coster-
mongers’ Association, which
was formed in 1906, and which
was the forerunner of the
present Fulbham Street
Traders' Association.

Fulham Chronicle Fri 24th Aug 1956

‘On one occasion the council installed water carts at one
end of (North End) Road to prevent traders putting their

stalls there.’

I’'ve been a gas

stoker, and a

road-sweeper,

but they were all
dreadful jobs.

ARTHUR SEABY

NORAH SEABY

Just admit it Arthur.
All your life you’ve
wanted to be a
barrow boy. I think
there’s a song
about that!




BARROW BOY

Up the Apple and Pears
Cross the Rory O'more
Up to see the dear old trouble and Strife
(That's the Wife) On the Cain and Able
You will always see
A pair of Jack the Rippers
And a cup of Rosy Lee
What could be better than this a
Nice old cuddle and kiss
Underneath the pale moon light
A little Tommy Tucker and up to Uncle Ned
Oh what a lovely night tonight.

All me life | wanted to be a barrow boy
A barrow boy is all | wanted to be
When | push me Barrow, It fills me up with pride
I'm a Coster! a Coster! from over the other side
| turns me back upon the high society
Take me where the ripe bananas grow
| sells ’em a dozen a shilling
that’s how | makes me livin’
| should’ve been a barrow boy years ago
Get off me barrow, (barrah!)
| should’ve been a barrow boy years ago!




COVENT GARDEN COSTER

My old man Arthur was right.
Being a coster in Covent Garden
is the best job in the world.

Come on everyone! Let’s go
down the Strand

- 7
9
PUNCH \"%.

’Hl STRTON

Mind we didn’t half leave some
rubbish behind for the sweeps!




LET’S ALL GO DOWN THE STRAND
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Picture Kate Morton

Let’s all go down the Strand — Have a banana!
Let’s all go down the Strand!

I'll be the leader, you can march behind.
Come with me and see what we can find!
Let’s all go down the Strand — Have a banana!
Oh! What a happy land.

That’s the place for fun and noise,

All among the girls and boys.

So let’s all go down the Strand.

C.W.Murphy and Harry Castling
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MAJOR BOOTH

By this time everybody in the
Elephant and Castle must have
been listening to our
conversation. As soom as
Covent Garden was mentioned
a lady in a long maroon dress,
who had been sitting on her
own, SpoRE up. She had a

Strong northern accent.

Our Major loved Covent Garden.
I remember meeting him at the
Strand Palace Hotel for tea in
1913. He loved that hotel..’Reet
grand’ he called it. | was so
proud of him. He played cricket
for Yorkshire, and it was whilst
we were in London that he
found he’d been picked to tour

South Africa with MCC.

ANNIE BOOTH




MAJOR BOOTH

JULY 21, 1913 -
YORKSHIRE V. KENT.

THE MATCH ABANDONED,
Further
crickot public at
members of the Kent snd Yorkshire clovens,

f

THE SUFFRAGETTES.
% Campaign of Incendiarism
p Continues.

==
——

| was a Suffragette and had come down
from Yorkshire for the gathering of
women in Hyde Park, who were
campaigning for ‘Votes for Women.’ It
‘ was the reason | met up with Major, as
_—_'—:; ;7'."_’ his match against Kent had been called
% '_.".‘.;'{"'J me =\ = off, because of a Suffragette
demonstration.
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ANNIE BOOTH




SUFFRAGISTS & SUFFRAGETTES

MILLICENT ¢\°ﬁ Wy, EMMELINE

-

FAWCET'T PANKHURST

It was a little awkward for me being a
Suffragette as Major wasn’t too happy that his
game had been called off. Things were really
stepping up in 1913 and | came down to
London often to be part of the action. You see
| believed in our motto: ‘Deeds not words!”

ANNIE BOOTH

23.How were the NUWSS Suffragists different to WSPU Suffragettes?




SUFFRAGETTE CAMPAIGN 1910-13

THE RIGAT DISHONOURABLE DOUBLE-FAGE ASUIIIIH. ; "_‘ ) 7 = ; The Dally Ml T OI‘
1910 e vty < ||IN | r

VIOLENT SCENES AT WESTMINSTER, WHERE MANY SUFFRAGETTES WERE ARRESTED
WHILE TRYING TO FORCE THEIR WAY INTO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

After Asquith broke his Votes for
Women’ promise to Emmeline
Pankhurst, the WSPU organised
a Women’s Parliament at

VOTES .':'DR WOMENX.

Women! The Covernment refuse to give you the vote.
. Therefore, work against the Liberal Candidate, the nominee of
a march on Parliament on |8th the Government.
Electors! The Covernment pose as champions HV: thle‘
. Constitution, but deny constitutional liberty to women. We cal
Nov 1910-Black Friday. upon you to support the Women.
Vute against the Government and keep the Liberal out.
EMMELINE PANKHURST.
EMMELINE PETHICK LAWRENCE.

Caxton Hall, Westminster and

VOTES B o B L0 MO s eba
Separaie o

. In 1911, Suffragists boycotted

WO M E N Fiminandl A-Qda-m»tf) Latd the census as a form of civil

/ D disobedience and protest
1 A ——
74

against the refusal to grant

L e.‘v/»w i women the right to vote. Emily

Davidson hid in the Houses of

NO
C E N S U S J‘“:" e,e J‘ Ceasi ol rm-j WESTR 2t i Parliament to make her point.

In March 1912, a window
smashing campaign took place
across London’s West End. The
women imprisoned went on
hunger strike, so the Government
passed the Cat and Mouse Act

(1913) to avoid making martyrs.

THE SUIFRAGETTES  GET
B SMASH SHopf WinDo

DAILY

On 4 June 1913,
SKETC“ suffragette Emily Wilding

JUNE S, THE PREMIER PIGTURE PAPER T FAENTER TIGTURE PAPEROWE AP Davison Stepped in front of

King George V's horse
running in the Epsom
Derby, sustaining injuries
that resulted in her death
four days later. She became
the first Suffragette martyr to
the cause of votes for

women. Events in Covent
Garden followed this
sequence of events.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_George_V
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epsom_Derby
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epsom_Derby

OPERA HOUSE SUFFRAGETTES

WOMEN INSULT KING
AND QUEEN

IDURING PERFORMANCE AT
COVENT GARDEN,

AND ARE PROMPTLY TOLD

TO LEAVE THEATRE.
The visit of the King and Queen to Covent

Garden on Saturday night, on the occasion|{

of the concluding performance of Mr Ray-
mond Rozes' season, was marked by a Suf-
frogette disturbance.

Three well-dressed women in one of the
boxes opposite the Royal bex, rising at the
close of the first act of ** Joan of Are,” and
displaying s banner which bore the words,
“Women are being tortured in Your
Majesty's prisons,” addressed the King and
Queen.

The Suffrugettes said they felt very
strongly about the rearrest of Mrs Pankhurst
before her license had expired, and they pro-
tested against the torture of women in pri-
sons, who were fighting for principles.

The women appenled earnestly to their
Majesties to put an end to this intolerable
state of affairs by exercising their influence
to obtain the vote for women.

The King and Queen, however, could have
heard littlo of what was said, imasmuch as
loud protests came from all directions, and
the women were unable to make their voices
mrrgom the great building.

The offenderr were promptly requested to
leave the theatre, and Eid so without offering
resistance.

No arresta were made.

Dundee Courier - Monday 15 Dec 1913

The protest was aimed at
getting maximum publicity,
so King George V and Queen
Mary were targeted, at the

Covent Garden Opera House.

Afterwards, we marched

through the streets singing
Suffragette songs.

|

ARREST OF MRS.
PANKHURST.
CHARGED AT BOW-STREET.
RE-COMMITTED TO HOLLOWAY
PRISON.

o .

It was just before
Christmas 1913, and |
was in Covent Garden
to join the Suffragette

protests against the
arrest of the
Pankhursts and their
imprisonment at
Holloway jail.

ANNIE BOOTH




RISE UP WOMEN'!

Rise up, women, for the fight is hard and long
Rise up thousands singing loud a battle song.
Right is might, and in strength we shall be strong
And the cause goes marching on!

Glory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hallelujah!
The cause goes marching on! on! on!

We stormed through Covent Garden
with our little band so true,

Like we frightened all the cricket folk
who’d trembled through and through,
They clapped us into prison

and we gladly went for you

And the cause goes marching on!

Glory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hallelujah!

The cause goes marching on! on! on!




COVENT GARDEN SUFFRAGETTES

What a palaver!
They’re getting’ in a

right two and eight

Suffragette protest in Covent Garden Christmas 1913 Picture Kate Morton for Westminster Archives

Ernest used to

Xmas 1913. That
was the last

Christmas 1913 was an

sweep there,
emotional time. My

arter the :
brother had just been ﬁL My Jim knew I was often Christmas | was
. . . market closed. to spend with all
involved in an accident ) that area well. at the P
. ) MESSLEST streets mv bovs at
in South Africa and my s the cltu There was a Opera y boy:
in tne city, " he
father had had a 1 % Marine Store House with || C€ovent Garden.
saia. | ‘m sure
stroke. It didn’t stop Dealer there, he | Henry and My son Arthur

he would have
seen the
Suffragettes
that day.

2.
me protesting though. wasn't to see

‘Deeds Not Words’
that’s what mattered.

my son
Ralph.

used to take

another.
scrap to when

he was a lad.
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I WANT TO GO HOME

Mention of
Xmas 1913
seemed to upset )

Arthur Seaby. | \-\"\ B P ‘k\‘

askeed him why | 4| a4 o= . Fia !
his son didnt Vi , | B A L2 B
N (A

%,

& Y a
.. ] ™ - 4 N
pres 1914 by Michagi Foramart

My eldest son Arthur was in the cavalry, The Queen’s Bays, but he
didn’t die on a horse. He died on his feet at Halloween 1914. By then
he’d swapped his horse for a trench. His last letter home showed he

was desperate to come back for Xmas to dear old Covent Garden.
ARTHUR SEABY

| want to go home, | want to go home.
| don't want to go in the trenches no more,
Where whizzbangs and shrapnel they whistle and roar.
Take me over the see,
where the Alleyman can't get at me.
Oh my, | don't want to die, | want to go home.

Take me over the see,
where the Alleyman can't get at me.
Oh my, | don't want to die, | want to go home




BOMBED LAST NIGHT

My Ernie never really wanted to go to war
either. e went out to France for what they
called ‘The Big Push’in 1916, with the
King's Royal Rifles. He was only out there
a week. | kenow he was tervified of those
Whizzbangs too and the poison gas. His last

sang about the things they were scared of, so

Letter home told me how it helped, when theg i :
A (i
|

he didn 't feel alone when he was scared. A\ 1 )

SARAH BOOTS

|

Bombed last night, and bombed the night before
Going to get bombed tonight
If we never get bombed any more
When we’re bombed, we’re scared as we can be
Can’t stop the bombing sent from higher Germany.

They’re over us, they’re over us,
One shell hole for just the four of us,
Thank your lucky stars there are no more of us,
‘Cause one of us can fill it all alone.

Gassed last night, and gassed the night before
Going to get gassed tonight;
If we never get gassed anymore.
When we’re gassed, were sick as we can be
For Phosgene and Mustard Gas is much too much for me.

They’re warning us, they’re warning us,
One respirator for the four of us
Thank your lucky stars that three of us can run,
So one of us can use it all alone.




Soldiers feared going over the top

/4l ways
wonder how he

et waiting to
9o over the top
the day he dled,
the 1st July
1916. 1 guess I

WEVEr kRnow.

That’s the same day
Major died. He was
at Serre and led the
attack. | often think
of him counting
down the seconds
to go over the top.

My Jim must
have been
terrified when he
went over the
top at Gallipoli .
It was in 1915
and they had to
run up a steep
hill to take the
Turkish guns.

BATTLE OF THE SOMME 1916

My Arthur died
at Messines
near Ypres.

It was 1914, so
he was one of
the first soldiers
to experience
that fear of
going over the
top.

My son Ralph
was a pilot.
He saw them
go over the
top on 1st
July from the
air. He won
an MC, but
was killed
there 3
months later



BATTLE OF THE SOMME 1916

(L ALL THIS WEEK
OFFICIAL WAR FILM

The Battle of
The Somme

FIVE REELS

“If the exhibition of this Picture
all over the world does not end
War, God help civilisation ! "—

Mr. Lloyd George

In 1916 the Battle of the Somme film was screened in British cinemas-
the world’s first war documentary. Annie Booth may have seen it.

FAMOUS YORKSHIRE COUNTY
CRICKETER FALLS,

Major died of his wounds on 1st July 1916. At least he was with
a friend, another Yorkshire cricketer, called Abe Waddington.
However, they didn’t find his body until a year later.




EQUALITY OF SACRIFICE

PTE JAMES
BRILL

24. Look at the war graves. How do they symbolise the UK people wanted to see after WW1?

s

i

We could never afford
to visit their graves




BATTLE OF THE SOMME 1916
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Despite receiving a telegram to say Major was dead and being

told he has a grave in France, | have never accepted that he has
gone. Every night, | light a candle and leave it in the window of

our home in Pudsey to guide him back home to Yorkshire




ARRAS MEMORIAL FRANCE

Arras Memorial to the Missing, France A new Vaz’ae i’hﬁVL SP 0/€g

I

My brother Walter’s

name is at Arras too.

My son’s name is on

the Arras Memorial

We had no grave to

visit for our sons

Arthur’s name is on the
Menin Gate Memorial

_Just as Arthur
and Mary spoke
a man stood up

to sharve his own
griet

Sorry to interrupt. I’'m
Eddie Tull. My brother
Walter has no grave
too. Can I join you?

SARAH BOOTS EDDIE TULL




MEMORIAL TABLET

Squire nagged and bullied till | went to fight,
(Under Lord Derby’s Scheme). | died in hell—
(They called it Passchendaele). My wound was slight,
And | was hobbling back; and then a shell
Burst slick upon the duck-boards: so | fell
Into the bottomless mud, and lost the light.

N | At sermon-time, while Squire is in his pew,
He gives my gilded name a thoughtful stare:
For, though low down upon the list, I’'m there;
Tufton Street had been ‘In proud and glorious memory’... that’s my due.
sitting in a corner of the Two bleeding years | fought in France, for Squire:
bar on his own. e Haa | suffered anguish that he’s never guessed.
ngfﬁf;”;zl:z;j;;; ll[ Oncelcame home on leave: and then went west...
e stlence, s we wllosd What greater glory could a man desire?
to the door of the pub.

Auwnother man 1'A seen in

SIEGFRIED SASSOON NOVEMBER 1918

| am sorry to hear that your Ernest was
nagged and bullied to join up. He wasn’t
alone. | wrote a poem about those who
were bullied into joining up. It’s called
‘Memorial Tablet.’

SIEGFRIED SASSOON




TREE OF LIFKE

Those trees reminded me of
the solitary lime tree at the
Canterbury cricket ground, | sat
under as a boy. It shouldn’t
have been there, but it was

o
—
-

Ernest would never have \ ) o e
\ there. Defiant. Living.

felt alone. You see we

grew like brothers. We
savoured signs of life
amongst the destruction,
such as a tree standing
defiant in No-Man’s-Land.

623136146

The lime tree at St Lawrence Ground, Canterbury and a young Siegfried

At Passchendaele, the stumps of dead
trees constantly reminded you of the
death and destruction. | promised
myself I’d plant a tree if | made it
back home, and if you would, | would

like you all to join me when I plant it
at my home in Tufton Street.

T ‘ -" O i - /-
‘I died in Hell they called it Passchendaele.” The duc|




THE SASSOON TREK

The man’s name was

‘Have you forgotten yet?..
Look down, and swear by the slain of the War

i ; that you'll never forget.’
his back garden in Tufton SIEGFRIED SASSOON TUFTON STREET 1919
Street to see him plant his

Siegfried Sassoonm,

Everyone followed hin to

memorial tree. 2 R SRR 5t e W S T
o T N AW ) 1/,]4‘:!"‘;{ >

Someone once told me that
you die twice. Once when you
stop breathing and once when

Richard Seaby you name is spoken for the
very last time. Ladies and
gentleman, as we plant this
tree, say your loved one’s
name and bring them

back to life.

Ernest Boots




ABIDE WITH ME

ABIDE WITH ME

1 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes.

My brother Walter
dreamed that after

the war he’d play in e : |
the Cup Final. 7l =il Heaven's morning breaks

Shine through the gloom
and point me to the skies.

A S and earth's vain shadows flee;
S Can we sing Abide in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

BV o

ok ‘\ with me. We used to
sing this in the choir at
Bonner Road
Orphanage. It’s the

Cup Final song.

After singing that song | wanted
to be alone. | walked along Tufton
Street to Westminster Abbey and
!, ".'m' I said a prayer for my Ernie at the
W arave of the unknown warvior.

3 %J“ Nine years after Ermie passed |

_'L_k finally felt at peace. L ARRRN ,
- — ‘ M sArRAH BOOTS
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‘_’ e BB ] BENEATH THIS STONE RESTS THE BODY '0

] . OF A BRITISH WARRIOR

\ ‘{Q + UNKNOWN BY NAME OR RANK
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The Grave of the Unknown Warrior at Westminster Abbey
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